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OVERVIEW 

1. Introduction 

In the 15
th
 century – the 16

th
 century, the Europe was the transition 

from Feudalism to Capitalism with revolutionary movements such as the 

Renaissance Culture, Religious Reformation, and Geographical 

Discovery. Since the Age of Discovery, the maritime trading network 

has been linked between the West and the East, between Europe and the 

New Continental (Tan Luc Dia). This has played a decisive role in 

fostering the exchange of trades, expanding missions of Western 

European countries out of its continent. 

In the 16
th
 - 17

th
 centuries, Portugal dominated the maritime trading 

routes, become “the trading empire” that had a large system of 

concessions lands in the Eastern. But in the middle of the 17
th
 century, 

Portugal was gradually weakened, many other Western European 

countries took the place of Portugal to assert their role in trading and 

missions in the East. The confronting capitalist countries were the 

Netherlands, Britain and France. 

The Western countries in the process of coming to the East, 

recognizing that Vietnam is a geo-strategic location: this is the 

intersection of trading routes, Vietnam has become the trading gateway 

of the delegations of the international merchant ships. Despite of 

favorable geographic conditions, Vietnam’s agricultural economy at that 

time was still self-sufficient and self-sufficient, the political situation was 

unstable with the first partition of the Vietnam: firstly, the Le King - Mac 

Family, then Trinh Lord – Nguyen Lord, that made Vietnam was divided 

into two areas: Cochinchina and Tonkin. It can be said that the 

Vietnamese history since the 16
th
 century was directly influenced by 

Western factors and the traditional Oriental factors. Among of the 

Western factors, researchers often refer to Portugal, the Netherlands, the 

United Kingdom, France, Spain, etc. These countries - in the process of 
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entering the East - often set goals: “the Commerce” and “the Missions 

Christianization” are the top targets. The 2-C theory 

(Commerce/Christianization) or 3-C theory (Commerce/Christianization 

/Civilization) in general conception of Western historians has been formed.  

In Vietnam, in the early modern period, Portugal and France did 

two purposes: commerce and missions. Unlike the Dutch and the British 

- primarily focused on commerce and ready to cast aside missionary 

aims to avoid affecting commerce status - Portuguese and French tend to 

be tied up and parallel missions into commerce, sometimes, in the name 

of commerce to promote the missions. Therefore, the cultural and 

religious markings were left in Vietnam by Portugal and France may be 

deeper than others. In that sense, researching this subject has both 

scientific significance and practical significance. 

On the scientific side, this research helps us to better understand the 

similarities and differences of the trade and missions of Portugal and 

France in Vietnam. From this research results, it will help to clarify the 

characteristics and nature of the Asia and Europe relations in general and 

the relationship between Vietnam and the West in particular. 

The re-enactment of the Portuguese and French commercial and 

missionary activities has been preceded by the researchers’ prior works, 

but work hasn’t been thoroughly researched, in comparison the nature of 

Portugal and France as coming to Vietnam. The problem is that we have 

to answer the reason why are the same ways: trade and missions but 

Portugal left Vietnam in the 17
th
 century, France continued to invade 

Vietnam until the half of the late 20
th
 century. 

Obviously, the direction to a comprehensive, holistic view in 

researching on the subject is the need for scientific and practical 

significance. Based on the combination of both domestic and foreign 

sources, we would like to make the most objective and accurate 
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assessment of the trade and mission activities that Portugal and France 

set up in Vietnam the 16
th
 century – the 18

th
 century. 

On the practical significance, at the 11
th
 Congress of Vietnam 

Communist Party (2011), the issue of “Respect for and guarantee of 

freedom of belief and religion” and “consistent implementation of the 

foreign policy of independence, self to diversify relations, to maintain a 

peaceful and stable environment for development” are the important 

tasks set forth by the Party in the plan to build the country in the 

transitional period. 

In order to serve these two strategic objectives, the study of 

international relations is very necessary. While bilateral, multilateral and 

bilateral relations are increasingly attracting the local and international 

researchers, the flow of history to understand relationships in the early 

modern period is essential. If we understand the nature and 

characteristics of the trade and missions relations of Portugal and France 

with Vietnam in the early modern period, there is an objective about the 

nature of the relationship. This can help us to deal with long-standing 

partners in a flexible, appropriate and effective manner. 

From the historical, scientific and practical significance, we choose 

the subject “The trading and missions of Portugal and France in 

Vietnam (the 16
th

 – 18
th

 centuries)” for PhD thesis, specialized in World 

history. 

2. Research purpose and mission 

Purpose: The thesis analyzes the commercial and missionary 

activities of Portugal and France, as well as the interplay of these areas, 

thereby drawing on the characteristics and consequences of commercial 

and missionary activities of the Portugal and France in Vietnam. 

Mission: 

- Researching the basics for Portugal and France to establish the 

trade and missionary relations in Vietnam in the 16
th
 – 18

th
 centuries.  
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- Presentation in system of trade and missionary activities of 

Portugal and France in Vietnam.  

- Analyzing and explaining the relationship between trade and 

missions of Portugal and France in Vietnam.  

- Drawing out some comments, scientific assessment, consistent with 

the history of trade, missionary work in Portugal and France in Vietnam. 

3. Object and scope of research 

3.1. Research object 

The dissertation focuses on researching the trade and missionary 

activities of Portugal and France in Vietnam (the 16
th
 – 18

th
 centuries). 

3.2. Scope of research 

In term of time: The research of trade and missions of Portugal 

from the early 16
th
 century to the first half of the 17

th
 century; French 

commerce and missions from the second half of the 17
th
 century to the 

end of the 18
th
 century. 

In terms of space: The researching space is Vietnam (Cochinchina 

and Tonkin) from the 16
th
 century to the 18

th
 century. In addition, the 

researching space also expanded in other countries related to these such 

as Thailand, Japan, China, India... 

In term of research issue:  

The theory focuses on researching the trade and missions of 

Portugal and France in Vietnam in the 16
th
 – 18

th
 centuries, at that time, 

the East and the West relationship are taking place excitingly in various 

fields. 

Regarding the name: 

- The name of Annam, Dai Viet, Vietnam; Christianity, 

Catholicism; Lay people, followers. 

- The translation of the names of La Société des Missions 

Étrangères de Paris (MEP); Ministry of Evangelization. 

4. Material source 
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The official materials which have been used in this thesis are: 

Group 1: Handwritten correspondence of traders, clergies, books; 

documents are circulated internally at churches. 

Group 2: Textbooks, monographs, reference books.  

Group 3: Articles, scientific reports are published in domestic 

magazines and international conferences.  

Group 4: PhD thesis, master thesis.  

Group 5: Websites, information pages.  

5. Methodology and research methods 

5.1. Methodology 

The dissertation is based on the grasping of dialectical materialism 

and the historical materialism of Marxism-Leninism. 

5.2. Research methods 

Historical methods and logical methods are two basic methods used 

in the thesis. 

In addition, the thesis also uses comparative and approach 

approaches from the point of view of the study area; A contemporary 

approach; Peripheral, Internal attachment approach; Statistical methods, 

text analysis; Interdisciplinary approach and structured system research... 

6. Contribution of the thesis 

6.1. In terms of science 

Firstly, the thesis is a systematic researching of trade and missions 

activities of Portugal and France in Vietnam in the 16
th
 – 18

th
 centuries.  

Secondly, the thesis draws up, compares and analyzes the 

characteristics and consequences of trade and missionary activities of 

Portugal and France in Vietnam from the 16
th
 to the 18

th
 century.  

Thirdly, systematize in terms of documentation. 

6.2. In term of practice 

Firstly, based on research in trade and missionary activities of 

Portugal and France, the thesis draws our comments and assessments of 
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the policies the Vietnamese authorities have taken at the time for 

Westerners.  

Secondly, from the historical experiences during the reception of the 

trade and missions of Portugal and France, the thesis will be necessary 

implications for the process of establishing the international relationship 

with Portugal and France, these countries have a traditional relationship 

in history.  

Thirdly, the research results of the dissertation will be completed as 

a subject for teaching students major in World history, in Vietnamese 

history and Oriental Studies, as well as reference materials for those who 

interested in research related issues. 

7. Layout of the thesis  

Exclude the Overview, Conclusion, Referral documents and 

Appendix, the main content of this thesis includes 4 chapters: 

Chapter 1. Overview of research literature.  

Chapter 2: The trade  and missions of Portugal in Vietnam (the year 

1523 – the year 1665).  

Chapter 3: French Trading and Missions activities in Vietnam (the 

year 1659 – the year 1799).  

Chapter 4: Some comments on the trade and missions of Portugal 

and France in Vietnam (the 16
th
 – 18

th
 centuries).  

Chapter 1. 

OVERVIEW OF RESEARCH LITERATURE 

1.1. Research literature of scientific issue in Vietnam 

Group 1: Overview of research on the relationship of the  East - the  

West in the early modern period.  

This group has works “History of the Modern World” edited by Vu 

Duong Ninh (2002); “World History” by Phan Ngoc Lien, editors 

(Education Publishing House, Hanoi, 1971), “History of the Middle 
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World” by Nguyen Gia Phu, Nguyen Van Anh, Do Dinh Hang, Tran Van 

La (2009). 

On the regional level, there is “Western Highlands World History” 

by Dang Duc An, Lai Bich Ngoc (National Political Publishing House, 

Hanoi, 2009), “History of Southeast Asia” by Luong Ninh, Do Thanh 

Binh, Tran Thi Vinh (Education Publisher - Hanoi, 2008), “Vietnam in 

East Asia - An Interdisciplinary and Regional Approach” by Nguyen 

Van Kim (National Political Publishing House - Truth, Hanoi, 2011). 

In narrower, more nationalistic way, there is “The History of 

France” by Dang Thanh Tinh (Information and Culture Publisher, 2006), 

“The History of Vietnam (from the beginning to the year 1858)” by 

Truong Huu Quynh, Phan Dai Doan, Nguyen Canh Minh (Vietnam 

Education Publisher). 

Related to above, there are some articles published in specialized 

journals. 

In general, the works in this group initially refer to the content of 

the topic, but only in the outline, and not in depth analysis of the nature 

of trade – missions of Portugal and France in Vietnam in the 16
th
 – the 

18
th
 centuries. 

Group 2: Research on trade and missions of Portugal in Vietnam. 

In this group, there are typical works of Nguyen Duy Chinh “The 

trade relation of Portuguese and Indian from the year 1498 to the 60's of 

the 16
th
 century”, Master thesis (2010); Nguyen Thi Vinh Linh “The 

trade and missions of Portugal in India and China (the 16
th
 – 19

th
 

century)”, PhD thesis (Hue University of Science, 2015). 

The missions of Portuguese congregations in Vietnam has been 

mentioned in some historical books, most of which are researched by 

overseas Vietnamese priests, for example, in “The history of Catholic 

development in Vietnam” Volume 1, Truong Ba Can; “Vietnam religious 

history”, Phan Phat Huon; Do Quang Chinh (An Ton and Duoc Sang, 
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Religious Publishing House, Hanoi, 2008); “History of Hue diocese 

during the dynastic reigns of 1596 – 1945” Nguyen Van Ngoc, Nguyen 

Van Hoi (Office of the Archbishop of Hue, 1994). 

Group 3: Research of French trade and missions in Vietnam. 

Works related to this content, first of all, include the work of 

Nguyen Manh Dung “The French invasion of Vietnam from the late 

seventeenth to the mid-nineteenth century - Causes and consequences”; 

Cao Huy Thuan (2003), “Missionaries and French Colonial Policy in 

Vietnam (1857 - 1914)”. 

As the missions of France, similarly to Portugal, there are works on 

the Catholic history of Vietnamese priests abroad: “The Catholic Church 

in Vietnam”, Book 1, Bui Duc Sinh, “The History of the Vietnamese 

Church” (3 volumes) by Nguyen Van Trinh (The Great Seminary of St. 

Joseph, 1994). 

Thus, the issue of trade and missions of Portugal and France in 

Vietnam doesn’t have a monograph work mentioned. The books, articles, 

topics in Vietnam relating to thesis topics are divided into two main 

areas: 

+ General studies on the history of France, Portugal, Vietnam, most 

of the authors mention the process of contact between Portugal, France 

and Vietnam in a nutshell. 

+ In terms of missionary activity, some works study the individual 

aspects of trade between Portugal and France are briefly mentioned in 

the whole of the research. 

Therefore, up to now, there aren’t monographs presenting 

comprehensive and systematic contents related to theses subject. 

1.2. Current research literatute in other countries 

Group 1: Research on Portuguese and French infiltration into Asia. 

Works published, such as: “History of the medieval world” by Liu 

Ming Han, A.da.Silva Rego (1956), “Le Patronage Portugais de 
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l'Orient”, Agência Geral by Ultramar Lisboa; J.C.Boyajian (1993), 

“Portuguese Trade in Asia under the Habsburgs, 1580 – 1640”, The 

Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore and London; S.D.Silva 

Yayasuriya (1998), “The Portuguese in the East”, Tauris Academic 

Studies; J.D.Tracy (1999), “The rise of Merchant Empires, 1350-1750”, 

The Press Syndicate of the University of Cambridge... 

Studies of the French process into the Far East are richer. 

Especially works: R. Mandrow (1971), La France au XVIIe et XVIIIe 

siècles, Édition Augmentée par Monique Cottret, Presses Universitaire 

de France; P. Antony, L'Annam, Le Tonkin et l'Intervention de la France 

en Extrême Orient, Paris, Librairie Bloud et Barral; A.Brébion (1910), 

Biographie des Voyages d'Indochine Française du IXe au XIXe siècles, 

Saigon Imprimerie F - H. Schnelder; F.Mantienne (2001), Les diplomats 

politiques et commerciales entre la France et la péninsule Indochinoise 

(XVIIe siècle), Les Indes Savantes, Paris ... 

Group 2: Study of trade and missions of Portugal in Vietnam. 

The works of Roland Jacques published in Paris in 1995 are: "De 

castro marim à Faifo: Naisance et de l'affaires du padroado Portugais 

d'Orient des origines à 1659" and "L'œuvre de quelques pienniers 

portugais dans le domaine de la Linggustique vietnamienne”; Two 

works of P.Y.Maguin are "Les Portugais sur les Côtes du Viet Nam et du 

Campa", L'École Française d'Extrême-Orient, Paris; "Les Nguyen Macau 

et le Portugal", L'École Française d'Extrême-Orient, Paris. 

Group 3: Study of French trade and missions in Vietnam. 

Memoirs of the clergies; Works translated into Vietnamese as Li 

Tana (1998), "Nguyen Cochinchina Southern Vietnam in the Seventeenth 

and Eighteenth Centuries", New York, 1999, J.Barrow (2008), “A trip to 

Nam Ha”, Translator Nguyen Thua Hy, World Publisher… 

Some French works such as L.Baudiment, (1933), Françoise 

Pallu Principal Foundateur des Missions étrangères 1626 - 1684, Griel 
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Beauchesne et Ses Fils Paris; F.F.Buzelin, (2006), Aux sources des 

Missions étrangères Pierre Lambert de la Motte, Perrin… 

On French missionary activity, there were G.C.Géographique 

(1858), Missions de la Cochinchine et du Tonkin, Charles Douniol, Paris; 

A.Launay (1925), Histoire de la Cochinchine, Documents historiques 3 

tomes (1658-1823), Paris; A.Forest in the year 1998 also published a 

three-volume work, Les missionnaires Français au Tonkin et au Siam, 

L'Harmattan, Paris. 

In general, throughout the presentation of the studies about the 

trade and missions of Portugal and France in Vietnam, we draw some 

following comments: 

Firstly, although there are many of writings and studies related 

to the trade and missions of Portugal and France in Vietnam, most of the 

writings and works are limited to some individual area or a stage. 

Secondly, there is no work to analyze and clarify the interaction, 

as well as to explain the consequences of the trade process and missions 

in Vietnam.  

Thirdly, there is no comparison between the similarities and 

differences in the characteristics, purposes and consequences of Portugal 

and France when arriving in Vietnam. 

So far there hasn’t been systematic and in-depth study of the 

commercial and missionary activity of Portugal and France in Vietnam. 

On the basis of inheriting the achievements of the works ahead, we want 

to deepen the topic of “The trade and missions of Portugal and France 

in Vietnam (the 16
th

 – 18
th

 century)”.  

 

CHAPTER 2. 

THE TRADE AND MISSIONS OF PORTUGAL IN 

VIETNAM (THE YEAR 1523 – THE YEAR 1665) 
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2.1. Some factors to establishment of the commercial and 

missionary activities of Portugal in Vietnam 

2.1.1. The context of Western Europe the 16
th 

- 18
th

 century 

By the 15
th
 century, the trade of goods between the East and the 

West was carried out in two ways: Firstly, the road originated from the 

sub-Asia, the Black Sea, the Caspian Sea to go to China and India. 

Secondly, the rest is mainly on the sea but also by road. One of these 

roads originated from Syria, to the Mesopotamia and then to the Persian 

Gulf. But these two roads were corrupted by Arabs and Italians. So to 

satisfy the demand for the purchase of goods, especially gold, precious 

fuels, Westerners made their way to the East by sea. 

The factor of spreading Christianity out of Europe is the second 

motivation for inventing new lands. Two pioneering countries were 

Spain and Portugal. From the year 1497 to the year 1543, Portugal 

explored the lands of Asia such as Malacca, China, and Japan… 

Thus, the need for trade and missions was the main motivation for 

Portugal coming to the East. 

2.1.2. Portugal with the Patronage of  Rome 

In the 15
th
 century, the need to expand the influence of the Rome 

increased. With this process, the Church granted Portuguese Patronage 

with the Treaty of Tordesillas (1494) between Spain and Portugal. With 

this Treaty, from the West of the Acores (Atlantic) Islands, belonged to 

the missionary authority of Spain, to the East belonged to the missionary 

authority of Portugal. Actually, Patronage means that, from the 16
th
 

century, this Patronage took place in all Portuguese possessions in East 

India, including the right of appointment, the right of conquest, 

commercial rights, maritime rights. 

With the convention of Patronage, Vietnam is the missionary area 

of Portugal, under the jurisdiction of Macao since its establishment.  
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2.1.3. Navigational policy and the penetration into Asia of 

Portugal 

The maritime technological prowess helped Portugal reach out into 

the Atlantic trade networks. It was successful in joining the Indian Ocean 

trade network, which helped the Portuguese Royal Family to sign the 

Spanish Alcaçovas Treaty (1479) and the Treaty of Tordesillas (1494). 

Vietnam is in Southeast Asia, but in Portugal's commercial and 

missionary activity, it largely depends on the missionary process in 

Japan, which runs from the center of Macao (since its inception). Its less 

influenced by the activities that Portugal built in Southeast Asia. 

2.1.4. Background of Vietnam in the late 15
th

  century to early 16
th

 

century 

On politics, in the 16
th
 century, the feudal regimes of Vietnam 

shifted from the peak to the decline. 

On ideology, following the spirit of the 15
th
 century, in the 16

th
 and 

17
th
 century, the ruling class regarded Confucian as the ideological 

foundation of social institutions. 

On economy, since the early 16
th
 century, the life of the people is 

hard, the agricultural self-sufficiency. However, in this context, the 

policy of foreign trade has made new change, there is more openness in 

trade. 

At that time, Portugal was on the way to the East, thanks to the 

success of geographical discoveries, encountered such favorable 

Vietnamese historical context, Portugal has conducted the trading 

activities with Viet Nam (Cochinchina and Tonkin), and did the 

missionary activities. 

In summary, the international, regional and internal context of the 

Portugal and Vietnam in the 16
th
 century, has many “fate factors” in the 

trade and missions, so in the time of the East-West meeting, Portugal 

came to Vietnam. 
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2.2. Trade activities of Portugal in Vietnam (1523 - 1665) 

2.2.1. Trade activities of Portugal in Vietnam (1523 - 1558) 

After establishing the trading network in Asia, Portugal came to 

Vietnam, because of the maritime routes from Malacca to Japan, passing 

through Vietnam Sea. Portugal often stops in Cu Lao Cham to get fresh 

water and firewood. The official discovery of Cochinchina began in the 

year 1523. 

The main trade activities were Portuguese shipments to Vietnam 

traffickers of the year 1523, 1540, 1545, 1554 - 1555, which mainly 

purchased fresh water and firewood for long voyages. 

2.2.2. Trade activities of Portugal in Vietnam (1558 - 1665) 

2.2.2.1. Portuguese trading in Cochinchina 

Since the year 1584, there has been the arrival of the Portuguese in 

Cochinchina. In the year 1614, that number increased considerably after 

the “forbidden religion” of Japan. 

The items sold are weapons, guns, gold, incense and silk. Hoi An is 

the center of goods distribution of Portugal in Cochinchina. 

In trade, Portugal was favored by Nguyen Lord like to built the 

market, but the Portuguese didn’t. 

2.2.2.2. Portugal's commercial activity in Tonkin 

The trade of Portugal in Tonkin was later than in Cochinchina. 

Since the voyage of Baldinotti to Tonkin in the year 1626, Trinh Lord 

sent a letter to Macao Governor General about the establishment of the 

trade in Tokin.  

Similar to Cochinchina, the trade in Tonkin takes place on seasonal 

freight trains, without commercial building. 

In Tonkin, trading had a major influence on the process of missions. 

The Portugal trade was not very favorable, because Trinh Lord didn’t 

believe Portugal for the link of them with Cochinchina in trade. 
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Moreover, in the trade, there are some times, the Portugal's trade to 

suffer losses. 

In the year 1663, Trinh Tac Lord issued a ban on foreign merchant 

ships. Since the year 1664, no Portuguese merchant ships came to trade 

with Tonkin. 

2.3. The missions of Portugal in Vietnam (1523 - 1665) 

2.3.1. The missions of Portugal in Vietnam (1523 - 1614) 

The missions process in this period is only in the exploration phase, 

through many documents suggesting that Portugal came to Vietnam in 

the year 1523. 

This period, when Macao wasn’t established, there was a hostility 

dispute between Spain and Portugal. Thus, there was the missionary 

involvement of the Dominique, the Francisco, the Augustine of Spain. 

Then, according to the convention of the Patronage, Vietnam belongs to 

the missionary rights of Portugal. 

In the first period, despite many efforts, missionary activities have 

not had much success. 

2.3.2. The missions of Portugal in Vietnam (1615 - 1665) 

2.3.2.1. The initial entry process of the Jésuites into Cochinchina 

In the year 1614, many Jésuites priests came to Cochinchina after 

the “forbidding” of Japan (the year 1614). Initially, missionaries sought 

to enter Cochinchina by building housing, accessing language, exploring 

culture and conducting mission. 

2.3.2.2. Missions of the Jésuites Missionaries in Cochinchina (1615 - 1665) 

From the year 1614 to the year 1665, the missionaries of the 

Jésuites conducted in Da Nang, Quang Nam, Quang Ngai, Quy Nhon 

and Thuan Hoa. The process of missions has always been affected by the 

reaction of the Cochinchina regime, the ban on the way, the openness. 

In the year 1664, the Cochinchina regime ordered the expulsion of 

clergy from Cochinchina. Ending the Portuguese missions in Cochinchina. 
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2.3.2.3. Missions of the Jésuites in Tonkin (1627 - 1665) 

The missions in Cochinchina began after the year 1626, and in the 

year 1627, Alexandre de Rhodes set up Missions Group in Tonkin. 

From the year 1627 to the year 1665, the process of missions took 

place in An Vuc (Thanh Hoa), Cua Bang, Nghe An, Thang Long and 

some neighboring areas. Trinh Lord had times of relaxation for 

missionary activity, but there was also a time when the ban was issued 

the year 1648, 1649, 1658. Although the ban was issued, the number of 

Christians still increased. In the year 1663, the Trinh Lord issued the 

entire missionary expulsion, ending the Portuguese missions in Tonkin. 

Summary of Chapter 2: Portugal arrived in Vietnam, conducting 

trade and missionary activities for nearly 150 years (1523 - 1665). In the 

half of the 17
th
 century, Portugal weakened throughout Asia and also 

weakened in Vietnam, so the France replaced Portugal in Vietnam. 

 

CHAPTER 3.  

THE FRENCH TRADING AND MISSIONS IN VIETNAM 

(THE YEAR 1659 – THE YEAR 1799) 

3.1. The establishment of French Trade and Missions in Vietnam 

3.1.1. The context of Western Europe and the situation of France 

in the 17
th 

century 

3.1.1.1. Western Europe in the 17
th
 century 

The 17
th
 century, Europe has many important changes, including the 

victory of the Bourgeois revolutions, the Culture of the Renaissance, 

Religious Reform... The relationship of Western European countries also 

change, through it, was the weakening of Portugal and the rise of France. 

As a result, France has replaced Portugal in Vietnam for commercial and 

missionary purposes. 

3.1.1.2. The situation of France in the 17
th
 century 
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The 17
th
 century France was a period of feudalism that 

culminated in the reign of Henri VI King (1589 – 1610), Louis XIII King 

(1610 - 1643), Louis XIV King (1643 - 1715). France has established a 

number of companies to expand its outward trades, including the East. 

3.1.2. Formation of the Apostolic Represents Mechanism of the 

17
th

 century 

Earlier, Rome Pope gave Portugal a Patronage Rights. But 

coming to the 17
th
 century, Portugal weakened, adding that the Pope 

wanted to regain the missionary power in the East. At that moment, 

Alexandre de Rhodes was expelled from Vietnam and presented to the 

Pope the missionary situation in Vietnam, prompting France to quickly 

replace the Portuguese. As a result, after much controversy, the Holy See 

sent the French to replace Portugal in Vietnam with the Apostolic 

Vicariate. 

3.1.3. The situation of Vietnam in the 17
th

 century 

In the 17
th
 century, Vietnam had important changes, in which 

attention was paid to the collapse of the Le dynasty and the civil war 

between the feudal forces that had a great impact on the economic 

situation and people's life. Cochinchina and Tonkin have a policy of 

openness to trade through a variety of policies. Economy has the 

development of businesses. Although Confucianism, Buddhism… still 

holds the leading position in society, however, the Christian community 

of Portuguese missionaries is quite numerous. 

These factors created impetus for France to penetrate Vietnam in 

trade and missions. 

3.2. French commercial activity in Vietnam (1659 - 1799) 

3.2.1. French commercial activity in Vietnam (1659 - 1697) 

3.2.1.1. French commercial activity in Tonkin 

France established La Compagnie Française des Indes 

Orientales (CIO) to promote its trade with Vietnam. In the year 1662, 
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François Pallu and nine other people set out for the Far East. In the year 

1665, Deydier went to Tonkin. Then, there are some CIO trains going to 

Tonkin in the year 1669, 1671 carrying goods, letters, gifts to Tonkin. 

After the year 1671, the official trains to Tonkin, Saint Joseph brought 

some of the widows such as pepper, sulfur, European pottery, cannons, 

and bought cotton, good, aquilaria… Tonkin became merchants to 

collect goods to transport to China. 

3.2.1.2. Commercial activities of CIO in Cochinchina 

This is the period when CIO sent a delegate to Cochinchina with 

Véret's voyage. Véret was mainly interested in Poulo Condore to 

establish trade relations with Laos and Cambodia. According to Véret, 

Cochinchina has precious items such as gold, lacquer, musk, ruby, 

elephant, incense... At that time, the French want to compete with Britain 

in establishing trade with China. Therefore, the plan to Cochinchina was 

still being considered. 

3.2.2. French commercial activity in Vietnam (1698 - 1768) 

In the early 18
th
 century, the French court and the French rulers 

of Pondichéry did not make any clear plans in Vietnam. But in the year 

1723, the CIO officially formulated a plan, studying the Poulo Condore. 

Finally, the CIO sent Renault to investigate Cochinchina, Renault's 

report was in stark contrast to Renault's, saying Renault was worthy 

enough. After much debate, in the year 1749, Pierre Poivre arrived in 

Cochinchina on the Mauchault boat. Then, in the year 1752, Dupleix 

went to Cochinchina to meet the Vo Vuong to resume their relationship. 

In the year 1753, Le Fleury docked at Da Nang to carry out trading 

activities, however, it was little effect. In the Louis XV King period of 

France, the free trade policy gradually shifted to commercial-political 

union. 

3.2.3. The process of terminating French commercial activity 

(1769 - 1799) 
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By the end of the 18
th
 century, the demand for free trade in 

Vietnam gradually diminished, Western merchants were gradually 

leaving Vietnam like Holland and England. Cochinchina and Tonkin, 

there seems to be no civil war, causing foreign trade to stall. In the 

viewpoint of Vietnamese and foreigners, they do not think well about 

each other. 

In the year 1750, Vo Vuong outlawed religion. In the year 1769, 

the CIO officially ended all trade with Cochinchina. Until the year 1799, 

France and Vietnam didn’t seem to have had any trade contacts until the 

early 19
th
 century; instead, political relations became “an international 

challenge".  

3.3. French missionary activity in Vietnam (1659 - 1799) 

3.3.1. French missionary activity in Vietnam (1659 - 1777) 

3.3.1.1. French missionary activity in Cochinchina 

France has advocated the establishment La Société des Missions 

Étrangères de Paris (MEP) to conduct missions in the Far East, 

including Vietnam. In the year 1659, the Rome Pope issued the Orders 

of Mission and sent missionaries with the Apostolic Vicariate, under the 

patronage of the Rome Pope, and with the support of the French 

government.  

On behalf of the MEP, the first person coming to Cochinchina 

was Chevreuil with the mandate of Lambert to set up missionary 

activity. At this stage, before the disputes of authority, among the 

members of the Jésuites (Portugal), so the missionary work was difficult, 

and no significant results were recorded despite the fact that the MEP 

attempted to establish its influence. 

3.3.1.2. French missionary activity in Tonkin 

From the year 1666 to the year 1678, it was the initial time to 

establish the MEP missions in Tonkin. At this stage, there was the 

formation of the Order of Sisters of the Order of Merit. In the year 1679, 
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the Tonkin Church split into two regions: the West and the East Tonkin. 

But in the year 1697, these two dioceses were not separated, functioning 

mutually reciprocally. 

After the year 1698, the dioceses of the West and East were 

completely independent of each other. Until the year 1777, despite the 

missionary activity was ups and downs, was relatively simple through 

the bishops' epochs. In the year 1778, missionary activity changed with 

the intrinsic nature of Vietnam and the movement of the international 

context. 

3.3.2. French missionary activity in Vietnam (1778 - 1799) 

In the year 1778, Tay Son troops captured Phu Xuan, Dinh 

Vuong Nguyen Phuc Thuan fled to the South. Later, with the attempt to 

regain throne of Nguyen Anh, along with the arrival of Adran bishop. 

Missionary activity was a political movement. Adran's trip to France and 

Canh Prince, giving the resulted is they wrote the Treaty of Versaille 

(1787). Although not in practice, the Treaty of Versailles was opened. 

Some events: Louis XVI King was executed, bishop Adran died 

in the year 1799, Nguyen Anh was be the King (Gia Long), the French 

connections to a new phase. 

Summary of chapter 3: France had 150 years of penetration 

into Vietnam by trade and missions. By the end of the 18
th
 century, due 

to the Vietnamese and international context, the relationship between 

France and Vietnam was shifted to new phase. 

CHAPTER 4. 

COMMENTS ON TRADE AND MISSIONS OF PORTUGAL AND 

FRANCE IN VIETNAM (THE 16
th

 – 18
th

 CENTURIES) 

4.1. General characteristics of trade and missions of Portugal 

and France in Vietnam 

Firstly, the close co-operation between trade and missions of 

both Portugal and France in Vietnam. 
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Secondly, Vietnam in the interest of Portugal and France has a 

geo-strategic significance. 

Thirdly, compared with the missionary activity, the commercial 

activity of Portugal and France in Vietnam has been going on for a long 

time and is exciting but not very effective. 

Fourthly, while commercial activity mainly takes place in 

coastal areas, the range of Portuguese and French missionary activity 

extends deep inside the interior. 

Fifthly, missionary activity takes place in the context of 

complex, unstable political and social situations, but the results lay the 

foundations for Christianity in Vietnam. 

Sixthly, in the process of missions are overlap in the 

identification of the role of diocese management among missionary lines. 

Seventhly, although the territory of Vietnam is unique, it is 

dominated by outside missions centers. 

4.2. Characteristics of the trade and mission of Portugal and 

France in Vietnam 

4.2.1. In the field of commercial activities 

Firstly, the commercial purpose of Portugal is very different 

from France in Vietnam. While Portugal is not really focusing on 

“colonization”, the French clearly show this position from the early time 

to Vietnam. 

Secondly, the difference in how the establishment of Portugal's 

trade bases with France in Vietnam was established. 

Thirdly, the differences in the commercial operation of France 

and Portugal in Vietnam. 

4.2.2. On the field of missionary activity 

Firstly, about the process of penetrating into Vietnam. 

Secondly, on how to missions. 

Thirdly, on the mission area. 
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4.3. The consequence of the commercial and missionary 

activities of Portugal and France in Vietnam 

Firstly, Portugal and France have linked Vietnam trade to the 

intra-Asia and world trade system. 

Secondly, promoting the cultural exchange between Vietnam and 

Western countries from the 16
th
 to 19

th
 century: the formation of the 

Quoc Ngu language, the reception of a new religion, the formation of the 

Vietnamese hierarchy Male. 

Thirdly, in the course of trade and missions, the information and 

contacts of merchants and clergy are a prerequisite for France's 

subsequent political interventions with Vietnam. 

Fourthly, formed the response of the Vietnamese government to 

the Western invasion. 

CONCLUSION 

From the above statements about the trade and missions of 

Portugal and France in Vietnam (the 16
th
 – 18

th
 centuries), we draw the 

following conclusions: 

1. In the process of developing human history, geographic 

discovery is a great human achievement, opening a new chapter in the 

process of East-West exchanges. Thanks to full convergence of 

subjective and objective conditions, Portugal has become a pioneering 

country of “the age of discovery”. From the initial exploratory voyages, 

Portugal crossed the ocean and sought out Asia to establish an Asian 

trading network with continuous connectivity. Along with the trade, the 

Cross also followed merchant ships to open a new era in the spread of 

Christianity. France is not a pioneer country into Vietnam, but the 

process of expanding outside of France is in the general context of the 

region and the world. It is derived from the needs of historical reality, the 

internal movement of France. It can be said that Portugal and France 
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have used a very effective “trade and missions” approach in their quest 

to expand beyond the Far East. 

2. With its unique geographic, political, economic, cultural and 

social characteristics, Vietnam has become the cornerstone of 

acculturation in the wake of the West's invasion. Thus, Portugal and 

France came to Vietnam. As a result, Vietnam has been actively 

involved in the intra-Asia trade network and the world. This has created 

a multicolored picture of Vietnam in the process of development: the 

reception of Western culture through missionary activity, the 

development of cities, the West has become important, clear and tight. 

3. Portugal established trade and mission relations in Vietnam 

from the year 1523 to the year 1665, and was operated by the Mission 

Center from Malacca and later moved to Macao under the Patronage 

Protection Convention. During that time, all the methods, dynamics, 

contact process were expressed actively from both sides: Vietnam and 

Portugal. With the presence of Portugal, depending on political, 

economic interests, the authorities of Vietnam has treated with this guest 

is very flexible. Portugal's trade and mission are always intertwined and 

interdependent, depending on the moment that this factor regulates the 

other, creating ups and downs during the diplomatic process. Portugal 

didn’t come to Vietnam to built house but they bring boats to trade. 

Meanwhile, the Portuguese missionary activity after the probe, 

established the Church in the year 1615 in Cochinchia and in the year 

1627 in Tonkin. The Jésuites played an important role in missionary 

activity in Vietnam, the mark that they leave is the root of a Western 

religion on the Eastern society and especially the process of Latinization 

in Vietnamese - is considered the bright spot in the process of cultural 

conversion.  

4. France came to Vietnam later than Portugal, in terms of time 

as it continued (Portugal from the early 16th century to the first half of 
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the 17
th
 century, France from the second half of the 17

th
 century to the 

end of the 18
th
 century), in the process of penetrating into Vietnam, CIO 

and MEP - two organizations and two ways of operation have 

coordinated and linked closely to implement the common goal of the 

French feudal state - bourgeoisie. CIO established trade with Vietnam on 

permanent basis by inheriting Dutch and British trade. Looking at the 

CIO way operates, though certainly, the scale, but in fact French trade 

with Vietnam is not very effective. MEP with the authority of the Rome 

and the French Government, tried to exert influence in Vietnam and took 

over the role of missionary masters. MEP has been operating in a 

coordinated manner and dividing Vietnam into three missions under the 

authority of the bishops of the Apostolic Vicariate: Cochinchina, the 

West Tonkin, the East Tonkin. EIC had a close, complex relationship 

and are dominated by the Church as well as by the French Government. 

5. In the time of trade and missions in Vietnam, Portugal and 

France have some common characteristics: On trade, which is a close 

link between trade and mission, which takes long time and lively but 

don’t very effective; On missions, which is happening in the context of 

lack of freedom and somewhat prohibitive, overlapping in determining 

the role of management of the territory, dominated by missionary centers 

from outside. In the end, the difference has dominated these activities in 

many expects: the way, the time, the space and the ultimate goal. This is 

influenced by the internal movement as well as the objective history of 

the time. 

  6. The historical implications of the process of diplomacy are 

twofold, which has seen as a complexity in the cultural dual exchange 

process. At the same time, the commercial and missionary activities of 

Portugal and France, which reached a high level of similarity, have led to 
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a historical tragedy of the French
1
 invasion of Vietnam, at Da Nang in 

August 31, 1858. 

Thus, it can be said that the penetration of the West (Portugal 

and France) into Vietnam began in the 16
th
 century, until the end of the 

18
th
 century. The missions, the invasion at an early stage, is 

asymmetrical, but has brought considerable benefits to the West. In the 

early 19
th
 century, political connections gradually formed, leading to the 

French invasion of Vietnam. The process of movement is continuous, 

sequential, closely related events in the flow of a historical whole. 

 

 

                                                           

1 French and Spanish troops.  


